
Dr William Renton-Power (1937-2021): A tribute 
 

William Renton-Power – “Bill” or, more lately, “WRP” – was a member of the 

Rockhampton Bridge Club from the early 1970s until his death in hospital early 

Wednesday morning 15 December 2021. His was a more or less unbroken 

membership of 45-50 years. He was from time to time the club’s president and a 

member of its committee. His name features on almost all of the club’s honour 

boards. 

 

More than this he was one of the most consistently successful Bridge players 

the club has ever had. Neither a “Bridge intellectual” nor a renowned risk-taker, 

he nevertheless subjected every hand to his powerful intelligence and was a 

very steady performer. If you partnered WRP for a session, you were almost 

certainly going to earn some master-points. 

 

He was also “with it” to the very end. He endured the cancer that eventually 

killed him for the greater part of two and a half years, but he steadfastly refused 

to let it affect his Bridge or use it as an excuse for his occasional lapse of 

judgement. 

 

Indeed, 2021 was one the most successful years he had at the club. He was part 

of the five-member team that won the club teams championship in January-

February. With another he also won an important Tuesday-morning red-points 

event. No wonder that our master-points secretary in his annual report for 2021 

singled him out as someone who ought to be “swabbed” prior to participating in 

future events. Alas, there was by then not much future left for Bill. 

 

To paraphrase the famous poet T.S.Eliot, WRP was determined to go out not 

with a whimper but with a bang. His last session at the club was on Monday 6 

December; he felt and looked pretty bad, but he still ended up 3
rd

.  

 

Apart from that, given his medical condition, his record at the tables over the 

last three months of his life approaches the spectacular. The previous session 

(30/11/21) he came 1
st
 with The Guru; the last of the few times he played with 

wife Ursula (24/11/21) he also came 1
st
; similarly, with Dr Zimmerman 

(19/10/21) he topped the field. I am very gratified that on the last occasion he 

partnered me (5/10/21) we came 1
st
 with almost 72%. 

 

WRP never made it to grand master largely because, over the past twenty years, 

he was reluctant to travel and play at “away” congresses. Yet arguably the peak 

of his achievement was reached when he was a member of the Rockhampton 

team led by Mr Cupples at the Queensland Open Teams event at Toowong in 



late August 2013. In a field of 32, we ended up the top country team - but they 

couldn’t award us that title because we came 3
rd

 overall and were among the 

very top prize-winners! 

 

One of the most amazing results on a board any member of that team ever 

enjoyed in his Bridge career occurred during a match at this event against one of 

the top Brisbane teams. WRP put me into 6H, which I only made because my 

LHO didn’t lead the “right” suit. At the other table Mr Cupples and The Guru 

had bid and made 6S. The swing in our favour was enormous. Unsurprisingly, 

we won that match. 

 

Over the past twenty years WRP mellowed considerably, but over the last year 

or so, with the pain barely kept at bay by strong drugs and the realisation that 

death was pending, some of the “old” Bill returned and, while less critical of his 

partners, he was more often cranky, contradictory, and confusing – or, to use 

one of his favourite words – curmudgeonly. 

 

But RBC members, not one of whom was unaware of his looming fate, bore 

him well. Inter alia, over several decades, numerous members of the club had 

benefited from his willingness to talk about their health. While notoriously tight 

with money, WRP was conspicuously generous with medical advice. Some of 

us will benefit from that information and his ministrations for the rest of our 

lives. 

 

Perhaps, too, members realised that when WRP passed away, the club would no 

longer be enveloped by quite the same ethos. One of Bill’s long-time Bridge 

partners was Dr Wendy Christie, who described him to me as having been 

nothing less than an institution at what used to be called the Rockhampton Base 

Hospital. He has also, quite rightly, been called an icon of the Rockhampton 

Bridge Club. So, whatever else you might want to say about WRP, he had that 

indefinable quality called “presence”. Many of us will keenly feel his now-

permanent absence. 

 

Malcolm Saunders, 31/12/21 

 

 

 

 


